
Habitat Check-off 
 

Designed to promote high 
quality prairie restorations and 

wildlife habitat throughout 
Iowa 
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A partnership between 
Pheasants Forever 
Iowa Landowners 

Iowa Seed Growers Association  
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
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How Landowners Can Benefit 
from the Habitat Check-off+ 

• Annually, Iowans spend over 5 million 
dollars on native seed purchases. 

• If every landowner were to request to 
participate in Habitat Check-off there 
would be over $500,000 in the Habitat 
Check-off Fund every year.   

• At 50% cost-share there is potential for 
more than a million more dollars a year 
of upland habitat restoration and prai-
rie restoration projects. 

• The Habitat Check-off Program will be 
limited on CRP land.  It will not be 
used to provide the landowner’s share 
of a new enrollment into CRP. 

Iowa DNR Private Lands Biologist  
Contact Information 

1. Kathy Koskovich:  (712) 943-8297 
2. Bryan Hellyer:  (515) 295-6073 
3. Terry Haindfield:  (563) 422-6201 
4. Chad Paup:  (641) 322-3304 
5. Kevin Andersen:  (641) 472-8411 



How the Habitat  
Check-off Works 

Private landowners, agencies or companies prepar-
ing to purchase native grass and forb seed from 
participating seed dealers should request to be  
enrolled in the Habitat Check-off by attaching the 
“HABITAT CHECK-OFF CERTIFICATE” with 
their order to any of the six participating Iowa  
Native Seed Producers.  There is no cost to the 
landowner to participate in Habitat Check-off. 

When a participating seed grower receives an    
order with a habitat check-off certificate  the 
dealer deposits 10 percent of the total purchase 
into the Habitat Check-off Fund.  This fund is 
shared 50-50 between the IDNR and PF.   

The IDNR will use their portion of the fund to 
provide in-kind cost-share with private landown-
ers, County Conservation Boards, Iowa cities and 
towns, and other landowners.  Landowners    
wishing to improve wildlife habitat on their land 
by planting prairie will be able to enroll into a 
habitat agreement with the IDNR.  The          
landowner should contact their local IDNR      
private lands staff for a wildlife habitat              

Habitat Check-off 

improvement plan.  The landowners will then 
receive a seed voucher redeemable at any of 
the participating dealers.  The landowner will 
be required to match the value of the voucher 
they receive from IDNR with seed they pur-
chase from a seed dealer.  Seed purchased 
from one of the six participating Iowa Native 
Seed Producers will help perpetrate the   
Habitat Check-off Program and therefore,   
future habitat projects.   

Landowners wanting to learn more about 
Habitat Check-off can contact their local 
Wildlife or Private Lands Biologist.  Contact 
information can be found on the IDNR    
website at www.iowadnr.com.  Click on the 
Wildlife link, then the Private Lands Manage-
ment link or contact Angi Bruce at            
712-769-2587. 
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Why You Should Participate in 
the Habitat Check-off 

• Anyone can participate; Private 
Landowners, CCB’s, Soil and    
Water Conservation Districts 

• Entirely voluntary 
• Promotes high quality prairie resto-

rations  
• Promotes Iowa products 
• Your participation helps generate 

prairie habitat funds D
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